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JOHN IV. 36— 38. 


And be that reapeth receiveth wages, and gather- 
eth fruit unto life eternal : that both be that 
JSoweth, and be that reapeth, may rejoice together. 
And berein is that ſaying true, one ſoweth, and 
another reapeth. * 

ſent you to reap that wbereon ye beſlowed 0 


labour : other men laboured, and ye are entered 
into ther labours, 


KF cauſe of GOD, and tender 
concern for the happineſs of 
man, very deeply poſſeſſed the 

heart of Jeſus. Theſe were 

„ ſtrong and habitual principles 

of action with him during the 
courſe of his miniſtry, inſpired him with firm reſo- 


lution, 


"ooo WARM affection for the 


4 


Dh 
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lution, and excited him to unwearied diligence in 
the proſecution of the errand on which he came, 


and by the repeated exertions of this divine temper 


he manifeſted much of his glory. 


Ir we trace the evangelical hiſtory, we ſhall ſee 
him ſtretching forth his hands, for the ſupply of 
the neceſſitous, and to redeem from diſeaſe and 
death ; opening his mouth from whence the 
doctrines of the kingdom, of the moſt ſalutary 


tendency diſtilled upon his audience as the dew 
of heaven. 


Bur true goodneſs does not appear merely in 
a croud, in pompous offices, and public diſcourſes. 
To follow perſons of high ſtations and profeſſions 
into their retirements, to learn how they treat their 
interiors or domeſtics, and what is their incidental 
and familiar converſation, ſerves not ſimply to gra- 
tify a natural curioſity, but to aſſiſt in forming a 


compleat judgment of the reigning diſpoſition, 


and determining the Frevailing character. 


* 


THe inſpired writers of the ſacred records, have 
taken care to tranſmit a variety of paſſages of a 
more private kind, relative to our Saviour, wherein 
the ſame excellent ſpiric breathes, as when he was 


upon a more open theatre. Saint John eſpecially 


hath collected his conferences when retreated from 


the multitude ; his reflections and particular ad- 


dreſſes; wherein he is preſented before us, in the 


united 
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united charms of piety and benignity. We need 
not ſeek far for conviction. The words juſt now 
read, for the head of this diſcourſe, and the ſtory 
which introduces them, are ſufficient for the purpoſe. 


Oux Lord intending for Galilee, paſſed through i 
Samaria, laying in his direct road thither ; fatigu'd ii 
with his journey, he ſat down by a remarkable ft 
well in the neighbourhood of Sichar, waiting for it 
his diſciples, who went to the city for ſome ſup- Ii 
plies. While here, he met with a woman who 
came to draw water. Though he knew her to be 
a Samaritan—a Schiſmatic—one of a libertine cha- |} 
racter; yet remote from a pharaſaic bigotry and 1 
ſuperciliouſneſs, he entered into free converſation [ 
about her perſonal ſtate, - and the things pertaining | 1 
to his kingdom. Thus the diſciples when return- „ 
ed, found him engaged. | 


Upon her withdraw, they produced the provi- 
ſion they had procured. He declined it, perceiving 
the impreſſion his diſcourſe had made on her mind, 
and entertaining a proſpe&t by this interview, of 2 
obtaining favourable audience with the Samaritans, N 
his ſoul was warmed ; he was elevated beyond the 
calls of animal nature. I have meat to eat (lays ; 
he) a fund of refreſhment, which ye know not of. 4 
My meat, the delight in which IT am ſwallowed up, | 


is to' do the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh [| 
bis work. He goes on: Say not ye, there are yet four 


months and then cometh harveſt, Whether our Lord 
Fo 5 intended 
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intended by this paffage, the ſtate of nature when 
he ſpake, and hath pointed out a particular peri- 
od, whence ſome have attempted more preciſely 
to ſettle the chronology of his pubhe miniſtry, or 
whether he meant only to uſe a common calcula- 
tion among people when they ſowed, is not mate- 
rial to my deſign. The next words will agree 
with either ſenſe. Behold 1 ſay unto' you, lift up 
your eyes, and lock on the fields, for they are white 
already to harveſt, * Inſtead of conceiving harveſt 
at a diſtance, as at firſt ſowing, there are all 

* the ſymptoms of it's arrival. Great are my ex- 


ce pectations of the beginning ſucceſs of my goſpel 
&« in this place“. 


Bur then e he had: buta little 
time to be here ; that the work of propagating 
his religion, was ſoon to be devolved upon theſe 
diſciples, the attendants upon his perſon, and train- 
ed up under his inſtructions; by an eaſy tranſition 
he applies to them, in the ſame ſtile, and with 
much tenderneſs ; repreſenting their future buſineſs 
in a favourable light, but entirely juſt, and ani- 
mating to the performance of it in a moſt perſwa- 
five manner. And be that reapeth, receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that both be 
that ſewelb, and he ihat reapeth, may rejoice toge- 
ther, And herein is that ſaying true, one [aweth, and 
another reapeth. IT ſent you to reap that, whereon” yt 
beſtowed no labour; other men laboured, and ye art 


entered into their labours, Which words though 
EY uttered 
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uttered to the Apoſtles immediately, ſuggeſt to us 
fome things of importance, and not altogether 
unſea ſonable. 


FigsT, We may expatiate a few moments upon 
a prehminary method, choſen by God to the intro- 
quctiog of chriſtianity, One ſowerh, and anotber 

weapetth. 7 ſent you to reap that whereon ye beſtowed 
us labour: Other men iaboured, and ye are entered 
Tao their labours. 


No doubt but our Lord meant hereby to in- 
timate for the ſupport and encouragement of the 
Apoſtles in their miſſion, that an happy foundation 
was laid for the accompliſhment of it, by the train 
of prophecy vouchſafed to his ancient ſervants, 


Soon after the apoſtacy, Gon was pleaſed to 
reveal his purpoſe of mercy, by an aſſurance that 
the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
This declaration was in ſubſtance repeated and 
confirmed in the Abrabamic covenant, which is fre- 
quently cited by the wiiters of the new-teſtament, 
as containing goſpel bleſſings. 


In proceſs of time he incorporated a family into 

a church ſtate, and by Moſes, with whom he talk- 
ed face to face, preſcribed the model of his worſhip, 
partly indeed with a view of preſerving them from 
the 


. 
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the inroads of idolatry, but in great part as a ſtand- 
ing prediction of the Meſſias, and the goed things 
to be by him effected for miſerable man. The 
Inſtitutions of the tabernacle and temple were a 
kind of ſymbolical repreſentation of divine grace, 
which in due ſeaſon ſhould fully break out. The 
Author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, who is an 
accurate commentator upon the jewiſh ritual, aſſùres 
us that the law was a ſhadow of good things to come, * 


and hath ſatisfactorily illuſtrated the aſſertion, by 
an explanation of many enacted ceremonies. 


Arrzx Meſes aroſe a ſucceflion of prophets, 
who with all the beauty of poetic diftion, preſen- 
ted a ſketch, drew the outlines of that diſpenſation, 
which in the fulneſs of time was to be eſtabliſhed, 
and inform'd the favourite nation by diſtant views: 
Some uttered ſhort occaſional intimations of that 
eminent perſon, who was to execute the everlaſt- 
ing counſel of peace; white others entered upon 
this artiele with ſomewhat of greater latitude. 
Rapt up in futurity, we find them breaking. off 
from the ſubject on which they were treating, and 
under a divine afiatus, foretelling the amazing al- 
teration in the ſtate and circumftances of the world, 
which ſhould be brought about by the meſſenger 
of the covenant ; or in a more even thread, giving 
a detail of facts bearing a near reſpect to him. 


Now 


* Hi $0 bo 
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Now the /eries of prophecy was admirably adap- 
ted, to prepare the way of the Lord, The natural 


effe& of it was to keep up an attention among 
the choſen nation, to the grand event which was 


before them; to preſerve a conſtant faith and lively 


hope of the bleſſings of goodnels, and diſpoſe them 
to welcome the earlieſt dawn of that perfect day 
which was advancing. Art the ſame time, they had 
a rule ready at hand, whereby to judge and deter- 
mine concerning all pretenſions to an extraordinary 
character and miſſion ; a preſervative therefore 
from ſuch miſtakes, into which an eager deſire of 


better times might be apt to precipitate them. 


Add to this, that prophecy in it's fulfilment affor- 
ded a proof by itſelf of the truth of chriſtianity ; 
and centering in the author and finiſher of our 
faith, he might very juſtly herefrom lay claim 
to the 'patronage of that Gop who declares ihe end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times, the things 
which are not yet done, ſaying, my counſel ſpall ſtand, 
and [ will do all my pleaſure. * 


1221 is not indeed ſuppoſeable, that the hall of 
the,jewiſh'nation entered into the exact intention of 


every part of their ceremonial. But the general aſpect 
of it might well be diſcerned, and even when the 


ſpirit of their diſpenſation had with many evapora- 
ted too much into thin and airy notions, ſuch 
traces of it's true deſign remained with ſenſible 


2 minds, 


* Ifa, 46. 10, 
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minds, as tended to facilitate the reception of that, 
which was to take place of it. It muſt be allowed 
likewife, that the exact import of all the propbetic 
writings was not comprehended by the Jews. The 
ſublime manner of expreſſion for which they are 
remarkable, rendered ſome hard to be underſtood, 
even by the children of the eaſt, uſed to a figura- 
tive ftile. Ambition and carnality had obtained 
ſuch aſcendency in latter days, among the higheſt 
eccleſiaſtics, that they loſt ſight of the intent of 
many plainer paſſages. | 


InDexD, the inſpired writers themſelves, carried 
beyond the powers of nature, did not in every mi- 
nute article reach the purport of their own predicti- 
ons. Therefore, the apoſtle tells us, that they who 
propheſied of the grace of Gop which ſhould come, 
enquired and ſearched di, igent/y, what, or what man- 
ner of time the ſpirit of Chriſt which was in them 
did fignifie, when it teſtified before hand, the 
Jufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow, * 


Bur till, prophecy was an apt medium, by which 
the goſpel was to be recommended to the credit 
and acceptance of the people ; and moſt likely to 
obtain this purpoſe—the general ſcheme of it 
being clear and uniform ; all the writers from Moſes 
to Malachi directing to one point Chriſt and his 


apoſtles interpreting the more obſcure declarations, 
and evidencing the divine authority of ſuch expli- 


cation 
* 1 Pet. 1. 10 11. | 
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cation by concomitant- miracles. To the oracles 


of the ancient church, our Lord and his apoſtles 


appealed in their addreſſes to Iſrael. The teſtimony 
of Jeſus, is the ſpirit of propheſy. * 


Bur then, as the canon of the old-teſtament 
was cloſed long before the incarnation of the ſon 
of Go, and every new viſſon which is apt eſpecial- 
ly to ſtrike the mind failed, it pleaſed the father of 
mercies to give awakening notice of his approach, 
by an extraordinary meſſenger, and thereby io excite 
the nation to prepare for him. This was none other 
than Jobn the baptiſt, who, at the divine command, 


iſſued out of the wilderne's in the ſpirit and power 


of Elias; calling upon a degenerate people to re- 
pent 3 threatning them with haſtning deſtt uction, 
remaining in their ſins; teſtifying. the vanity of all 
confidence in the piety of anceſtors, while perſonal 
religion was neglected; and proclaiming the near 


approach of the Meſſias, with his fan in his hand, 


ready to purge his floor, and to ſeperate the wheat 
from the chaff. To this perſon our Saviour might 


have a ſpecial eye, when he ſpeaks to his apoſtles 
of thoſe who had gone before, to pave the way for 
the better accompliſhment of their office. 


I nave conſidered theſe words, as limited to the 
work of Chriſt's firſt miniſters among thoſe who 
had been favoured with the revelation of his coming, 
including Samaritans who adhered. to the books 

3 | * of 
* Rev. 19, 10. 
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of Moſes, as well as Fews who held the inſpiration 
of the later prophets : Yet perhaps prophecy ex- 
tended further in its benign influence upon the 

goſpel, To what elſe can we fo reaſonably attri- 
bute the general expectation among the Gentiles, of 
ſome illuſtrious perſon, who ſhould intereſt himſelf 
for, and promote human happineſs, as to the 


ſcripture promiſes hereof, communicated by the 


pious Jews in their diſperſions ? 


Bur enough has been ſaid upon this head, to 
lead us into adoration of that being, whoſe under. 
ſtanding is infinite, whoſe wiſdom is unſearchable, 
and raiſe vs to a grateful admiration cf his mercy, 
which faileth not through the delapſe of ages. | 


SeccnDLY, We may take occaſion from the 
words of the text, to reflect upon the providence 
of God, in the very different circumſtances to which 
he appoints thoſe whom he employs in the affairs 
ct his kingdom : One ſowerh and another 1eapeth, 


One commits the ſeed to the duſt, but ſeeth not 
the produce; another receives the increaſe, Pro- 
phets and wiſe men longed to. behold the day of 
Chriſt he arrived, and to be workers together 
with Gop, ſubordinate to bis will and power, in 
laying the topſtone to the fabrick of chriſtianity, 
but were not permitted; they died iz faith, not ha- 
ving received the completion of the promiſes which 

e 
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they. uttered,. but only ſeeing them. afar off. The 
diſtinguiſhed favour of gathering the harveſt, was 
reſerved for the apoſtles, to whom theſe; men were 
made ſubſervient. Not unto themſelves, but unto "us 
they miniſtred the things which are now reported by 
them that have preached the goſpel. * I ſent you ( ſays 
Chriſt ) to reap that wheteon ye beſtowed no labour 
in the preparatory way ; other men laboured, made 
things comparatively ealy to your hands by the 
word of prophecy ; and ye are entered into their la- 
bours, carrying on the ſame buſineſs to perfection; 


aided by the pains they took in the diſcharge of 


their truſt. 


IN like manner, when the church of Chriſt hath 
been greatly corrupted, when darkneſs covered the 
earth, and groſs darkneſs the people: God raiſed up 
ſuch as exerted themſelves with vigor, but under 
manifeſt diſadvantages, to diſpel the clouds of error, 
and rect iſie the apprehenſions of men; emerging 
from ſuperſtition, living 1 in an illiterate and barba- 
tous age, their conceptions of things were ſome- 
what obſcure, and imperfectly expreſſed ; yet pub- 
lithed to the world, they opened the way to a 
more thorough reformation. The hints they left, 
taken up by their ſucceſſors, and improved upon 
under the ſame ſpirit, and further enlightened by 
the progreſs of ſcience, produced a wonderful change 


in the minds and manners of mankind: 
5 GREAT 
nnn. 
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Gx zar revolutions in the moral, as well az 
political world, are uſually brought about gradual. 
ly, which infers an inequality of condition in the 
inſtruments of their production. 


Gov is the ſovereign proprietor of all men, being 
their creator, and therefore may order out to them 
what condition and ſtation he ſees fit, without any 
juſt impeachment of his character, and give them 
greater or leſs advantages. He that hath fewer 
helps, hath no more reaſon to complain, than that 
he is not exalted into a ſuperior rank of beings, 
He that hath the preheminence, hath no reaſon to 
boaſt, Both ſhould lift up their eyes to heaven, 
and ſay, even ſo Father, for thus it bath pleaſed thee, 


GoopNEss is exerciſed in the various ſituations 
of life, determined by Gop, and the various ſervices 
he calls men to in his church—Goodneſs conduct- 
ed by infinite wiſdom, and fo as ſhall anſwer the 
beft ends of his ſpiritual dominion. To man it 
belongs, rather to endeavour properly to fill up 
the ſphere allotted to him by Gop, than to be 
ſolicitouſly inquiſitive into the reaſons of that une- 
qual diſtribution of privilege, which is viſible in 
the world, and among thoſe whem he hath brought 
near to himſelf, and honoured with the character 
of his meſſengers, | 


Tüixbrr, Wes are led by this addreſs of Chriſt 
| to 
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to his apoſtles, into ſome ſentiments of conſequence, 
{pitable to his ordinary miniſters, in reference to the 


preſent, ſtate. 


— 


SowinG and reaping are metaphorical terms, but 
not difficult to bz underſtood. , Tae huſbandman 
ſcatters the grain imo the earth; the ſower ſoweth 
the word * , the propoets diſſeminated truths, relai'yz 
to the galpel (tare. The reaper collects the harveſt» 
when fit for the ſickle. The apoſtles were appoint- 
ed for the ingarhering of fouls to Chriſt, The Har- 
veſt is plenieous , pray the Lord of the harveſt, to ſend 
forth labourers into his harveſt. T There is an ap- 
s pearance of a favourable diſpoſition to receive 
„ the golpel, which renders it deſireable, that ſome 
* ſhould exert themſelves, to bring men into the 
e houſhold of faith”. The prophets ſowed - purſued 
ſome ſteps, tending to turn the mind towards Chriſt 
and his religion. Fhe apaſtles reaped followed them 
up by a cloſe application to thoſe with whom thele 
previous ſtep; had been uſed, to excite them to 
embrace the goſpel. Jabn warned the people of 


their danger. The apoſtles held out the merciful 
proviſton made by Chrilt for their relief. 


Unper the moſaic ceconomy, ſome embracing the 
promiles contained in the ancient volume of inſpira- 


tion were accepted and ſanctified; yet thoſe then 
upon the ſtage were to be brought under the 
Meſſias (now come into the world) as their head. 


| "a: | But 
* Mark iv. 14. + Matth. ix. 37, 38. 
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But far the greater part were ſtrangers to vital reli. 
gion, to the true method of acceptance with Gon. 
»Tis incompatible with the divine perfection, with 
the character of the bleſſed Jeſus, with the ſcope of 


his diſpenſation, to imagine that all the buſineſs of 


the apoſtles was to prevail upon theſe to profeſs 
chriſtianity. It was to lead them likewiſe into a 
cordial acquieſcence in the plan of ſalvation by a re. 


deemer—to- reduce them in heart and 11 undet 


his dominion. 


Man is guilty, he is.corrupt; to bring him to the 
favour of God, and a participation of a divine nature, 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of religion, and ſhould be 
the aim of miniſters now, as well as in the infancy of 


chriſtianity. The general method exhibired in the 


text points out their work to the end of time. 


Tue goſpel is by many acknowledged to be true, 
but upon ſlender grounds; by moſt, little under- 
ſtood, leſs regarded; there are firſt principles of 
religion which lead on to more, copious views, being 


properly digeſted in the mind. Theſe rudiments. 


*hould be laid down diſtin& and clear; the founda- 


tion, upon which the divine authority of revelation 


reſts, ſhould be fairly ſtated. Endeavours ſhould be 
uſed, that if poſſible, the attention may be engaged, 
the conſcience rouſed; that men may be brought to 


conſider, by a repreſentation cf the intereſt every one 
hath in the traths of chriſtianity. . The mind being 


in a meaſure enlightened, the thoughts which were | 
| diſſipated 
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diſſipated being contracted, and fixed upon religion, 
and the fears being alarmed, a baſis is laid upon 
which to proceed, with ſome p oſpect of ſucceſs 


to illuſtrate the ada ptedneſs of chriſtianity, to the 


exigencies of man in a fallen ſtate to diſplay the 
fulneſs and freedom of divine grace the important. 
offices of the redeemer—the abſolute neceſſity of a 


ſubmiſſion to the divine conſtitution revealed and 


for urging the motives to this purpoſe, applied to 
the hopes and deſires of happineſs. Temptations 
will ariſe, to retard the good effect of inſtruction and 


perſuaſion, and render them abortive. Theſe ſhould. 
be guarded againſt with the utmoſt care and vigilance, 


The prophets ſpake as moved by the holy. Ghoſt. 


The apoſtles, under the ſame inſpiration, grafted their 
doctrine upon the prophets, and enlarged upon them. 
The miniſters of Chriſt in following ages. ſhould 
found what they deliver upon them both, 


Tarr is a connection between the means of reli. 


gion and the exiſtence of it. Reaping follows ſowing. 
Chriſt's miniſters are labourer for him. They ſaw 
and reap that his houſe may be filled. This ſcheme 


of thought is no ways derogatory from the grace. of 
GOD. That is at the bottom of all the ſalvation of. 
man, and deeply engraven upon the crown, which 


the diſciples of Jeſus wear in glory. It is not with- 
out toil the huſbandman reaps; but it is by the 
energy of providence, that he receives the fruit of 


his 
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his labour. Gop might, if he pleafed, rain manna 
around his tent; but while he is capable of action, 
he fees not fit to do it, any more than thus mirzcu- 
louſly to indulge Iſrael when they came into the 


land of promiſe. The inſtitution of means ſuppoſes 
a conſonant end to be deſigned, fince Gop dots no- 


thing ſuperfluous. The grace of Gop can ſcarce be 
conceived more exalted by precluding all beneficial' 
tendency of means than by allowing it, ſirce the 
means and their operation are from him. But ad- 
mitting grace to ſhine more illuſtrious by the exclu— 
Tion of all advantage by means, yet hereby could 
not the bleſſed Gop be more glorified, inaſmuch as 
his wiſdom would be likely to be called in queſtion 
in appointing what could be of no lervice, 


Ax unbroken infallible connection however be- 
tween the methods uſed with ſinners and their ſuc- 
ceſs, need not be affirmed ; fact contradicts it. So 
it is in natute; thus as in the former view, there is an 
analogy in the kingdoms of providence and of grace. 


ALL affiſtances in their work they are to make 
the beſt of. Thele are talents put into their hands. 
All talents are of uſe, and the account of thoſe who 
are entruſted with them riſes in propartion. They 
ſerve to exalt the mind to duty, as the capacity to per- 
form it, and to advance the intereſt of mankind is pro- 
moted, and a more ready progreſs in the great buſineſs 
aſſigned them. The horizon of truth being ROM 
an 
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and extended, they not only ſee further them” toes, 
but can with greater liberty and preciſion direct 
others in the path of life, and with more force preis | 
them to purſue it. 

I Have ſent you to labour, was the voice of Chriſt 
to his apoſtles in the words before us; the ſame it 
hath been to the ſucceſſive miniſters of his church. 
Thus much is fairly intimated in his parting promiſe. 
Lo 1 am with you always, even unto th: end of the 
world. To limit it to che expiration of the jewiſh 
ſtare is not reaſonable, ſince after that the apoſtles 
had much work to do in proſelyting gentiles to 
Chriſt, and needed e much as ever. 
If we carry the phraſe further, how can we ſtop ſhort. 
of the end of time ? Their deſignation is not indeed 
like that of the apoſtles when our Lord was upon 
earth, but as real. He is head over all things to 
the church, and as Lord of the harveſt providenti- ' 
ally ſends forth Jabourers. He is a maſter in whom 
they may well glory, conſidering his elevated cha- 
racter and ſtation ; and their employment under him 


gives them a ſuperior dignity to that of an ambaſſa- 
dor who negotiates the affairs of the higheſt earthly. 


prince. He is a maſter in whom they may confide, 
being poſſeſſed of all power, . goodneſs and fidelity. 
That he ſends them ſuggeſts a variety of very mo- 


mentous incentives to the ſteady diſcharge of their 
work. | 


Tauty may ſow and not reap, and mourn the 
unſucceſsfvineſs of their endeavours to win . A 
mou 


Mat. 28. 20. 
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Gould not raſhly conclude that their pains are alto- 
gether in vain. The time may come when they 
may ſee the deſire of their hearts in the converſion 
of many before they are called off the ſtage. IF 
not, others may enter into their labours and reap in 
conſequence of them. And though they would have 
accounted it in a peculiar felicity to have beheld the 
people of their charge flocking to Chriſt as doves 
to their windows, yet any proſpect of this under 
others to whoſe ſucceſs they have been enabled in 


ſome meaſure to contribute, muſt in degree ſooth their 
ſorrow, and diffuſe ſome comfort through their hearts, 


THesE things conveyed $ us by this diſcourſe. 
of: our Saviour, I have only touched upon. They 
are worthy: of ſerious conſideration. 


How high and noble is our calling? how impor- 
tant our buſineſs ? bearing relation not to the bodies 
or temporal properties of mankind, but to their ſouis 
and eternal inteteſt. How laborious is our em- 
ployment,.and what ſkill is neceſſary to the due exe- 
cution of. our office ? By intenſeneſs of thought is 
the goſpel to be defended againſt the ſubtle objecti- 
ons of thoſe who would ſubvert it, the contents of 
it to be opened, the difficulties therein occurring to 
be ſolved. By repeated warm addreſſes are we to 
ſtrive that men may riſe above {heir ſecular concerns, 
and gay amuſements to the objects of faith, be 
brought to an habitual contemplation upon, and cor- 


dially to embrace them. What ſtudy is requiſite to 
inveſtigate 
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inyeſtigate the fallacies of the human heart, and the 
depths of ſatan? What jodgment and diſcretion are 
to be exerciſed in the juſt application of means cal- 
culated for the welfare of the ſoul ? What a nice 
obſervation ould be made of particular ſeaſons, and 
_ circumſtances, characters and tempers ? To the fa- 


ther of mercies ſhould we daily ſeek, that from the 
plenitude of his power and grace we may be direct- 


ed, and enabled ro fulfil the miniſtry we have recei- 
ved of the Lord. 


As miniſters of Chriſt we ſhould pay a ſacred 
regard to the ſcriptures, or we forget our character. 
An acute logical head is a gift of heaven. We 
admire the ſtrength of powers with which ſome 
ſhine diſtinguiſhed ; but abſtratt reaſoning muſt 
never ſuperſede revelation ; nor can it be of much 
advantage to the moſt of thoſe with whom we 
treat upon the affairs of their ſouls. The world 
by wiſdom knew not Gop. It was not only be- 
yond the moſt penetrating mind to reach the 
method of reconc:liation, becauſe it depended up- 
on the ſovereign will of the ſupreme ruler; but 
ancient philoſophers ſeemed a good deal loſt even 
in plainer truths relative to Gon. It pleaſed that 
gracious being whoſe tender mercies are over all 
his works, to vouchſafe a revelation, which conſulted 
not the guſt of the diſputer of this world—the 
ſages of that day, bur the common capacity of 
mankind, The general ſcheme he hath preſented 
is fimple, ——-founded in 'tats——agreeable 

| to 


4 
4 
i 
41 
vi 
* 
1 
C 
* 
. 
1 
+? 
L 
on 
" . 
1 
13 
2 
1 
n 
: 
: 
IM 
i 
A? 
bo 
1 
f 
5 
1 
. 
. 
N 
. 
; 
{x 
i 
* 
F 
fy 
1 
1 
950 
4 
1 
1 
f 
E 
N 


| 


_— 


n 2 22 
2 ay * IT =; —— 


7 + — -- 
0 — * : 


24 A Convention. S E RMO N. 


to principles almoſt intuitively diſcerned, 
and to which the conſciouſneſs within ourſelves 
correſponds. The fallibility of the humane under- 
ſtanding ſhould excite in us an high eſteem of the 
oracle from heaven which cannot err. When 
men are hovering upon the verge of life, even 
great minds will find plain truths of chriſtianity 
the ground of conſolation, equally with thoſe who 
in mental talents are much their inferiors, and 
it is probable many a fine ſpeculation which de- 
lightfully amuſed in a leſs folemn hour, will then 
pals away as a viſion of the night—!# Hall be 
as when an hungry man dreameth,' and beho:d be 
eateth ; but he awaketh and his ſoul is empty : or 
as a thirty man when he dreameth, and bebold he 
arinketh ; but be awaketh and behold he is faint, 
To this important period which is haſtening it is our 
wiſdom frequently to look. Fixed in contem- 
plation upon it, we ſhall be diſpoſed to make a 
proper judgment of every theory which is ſaid to 
bear a religious aſpect, and to value every notion 
which is advanced with a ſerious profeſſion, in the 
-propertion that it ſerves to prepare the ſpirit for, 
and aid it's flight to the better world. To be 
chriſtians. is to be ſubject to the diſpenſation of 
Jeſus, to participate the ſpirit of his goſpel], to be 
influenced by it's motives. This is neceſſary to the 
approbation of Gob, and the final bleſſings of 
Chriſt's purchaſe. It is therefore of the utmoſt 
importance that we keep cloſe to the word of Aft, 

8 | n 
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in diſcourſes to our people, and repreſent the truths 
of it in their purity and native ſimplicity. 

THE lines have fallen to us in pieaſant places; the 
age in which we live furniſhes us with peculiar ad- 
vantages for our work. By the proteſtant reformati- 
on learning revived, the Bible was opened, human 
authority was retrenched in religious matters, and 


ſcholaſtic nicetics have been greatly diſcarded, Theo- 
logy became ſoon a favourite ſtudy with men of parts 
and eminency. Much hath been wrote in conſe— 
quence of religious liberty for enlarging the bounds 
of ſacred knowledge. The attacks of infidelity have 
occaſioned a more thorough enquiry into the eviden- 
ces of our holy religion, a more critical and copious 
defence of them, and many paſſages in the word of 
Gop waich have been urged with an air of triumph 
as inſuperable arguments to deſtroy its authenticity, 
have been nicely examined, cleared up, and vindica- 
ted from every injurious charge. Commentaries have 
been wrote upon the ſcriptures with great judgment 
and erudition, and elaborate diſcourſes from the pul- 
pit upon the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity have 
been publiſhed, Some divines of ſeriouſneſs and 
penetration have dealt in the caſviſtical way ; fome 
compaſed treatiſes upon experimental religion, from a 
careful obſervation of their own hearts and frequent 
conference with others who have ſolicited their ad- 
vice. Theſe helps we ſhould thankfully and dili- 
gently avail our ſelves of for the furtherance of 
Chriſt's kingdom, ſuffering no pleas of indolence, no 
love of pleaſure, no unneceffary worldly avocations 
to prevail vpon us to neglect them, 
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We have need of fortitude. Diſheartening things 
oftimes ariſe in the courſe of duty. A ſegacious eye 
will ſpy evils at a diſtance, and a timid heart be apt 
to preſage terror. But none of theſe things muſt 
move us to deſiſt from our engagements, He that 
obſerveth the wind thall not ſow, and be that regardeth 
the clouds hall not reap. * We are to look above the 


moſt formidable appearances to him that ſent us, and 
purſue an uniform conduct according to his will, in 


aſſurance of his ability to over- rule all events that 
his grace is ſufficient. The ſtronger our faith is in 
him, the more he is upon our hearts, the leſs impreſſi- 
on will any threatning circumſtances make upon our 
minds, and with more reſolution ſhall we preſs 
forward, let our proſpects be ever fo dark, or the 
things we meet with ever fo hard. 

We have need of patience. The ſlowneſs of many 
to underitand the things of Gop, the capricious hu- 
mour of the world which ſometimes takes unreaſona- 
ble offence at out miniſtrations, the perverſeneſs and 
obſtinacy of finners, are exceſſively trying. But ſo 


was it with Chriſt who hath ſent us. The ſervant 


muſt not expect to be above his maſter, nor the diſ- 
ciple above bis Lord. It we are not proſperous, and 
Ißrael is not gathered, let us not deſpond ; but learn 
of the huſbandman who watteth for the precious fruit 


of the earth, and hath long patience for it until he re- 
ceive the early and latter rain, + Sowing in tears, and 


recommending our labours by continual ardent prayer 
to the Lord who alone can render them efficacious, 


and give the increaſe,--profoundly ſubmiſſive to him, 


let us with unbroken vigor go on in the way and 


work he hath appointed us, FouRTHLY) 
* Eccleſt, 11, 4. + Jam, 5. 7. 
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FourTHLY, One thing more remains to be con- 
fidered, viz. our Lord's propoſal -of future bleſſed- 
neſs to his miniſters. He that reapeth receiveth wa- 
ges, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that both he 
that ſoweth, and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 
Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, and therefore 
he encourages no man to his ſervice by promiſes of 


grandeur and riches Here, or the pleaſures of ſenſe, - 
He plainly told his apoſtles that what mankind moſt- 


ly doated upon ſhould not be their portion—that they 
muſt look higher. What he ſaid to them he ſays to 
us. To thoſe who are taken with the tinſel ſhew of 
happineſs of which the men of the world boaſt, this 
may ſeem hard, but they that can make a proper 


eſtimate of things are fully content with a reverſionafy 
inheritance in the kingdom of light. 
Sou have ſuppoſed that our Lord's aſſurance of 


wages to the reaper intends his perſonal happineſs 
ſimply as the reward of fidelity in another world. He 
receiveth wages —a reward of his ſervice, and inſtead 
of raiſing temporal ſubſtance to himſelf gathereth fruit 
unto life egernal—layeth up treaſures which ſhall never 
fail. In this view thoſe ſhall be raiſed to the bleſſ- 
edneſs of heaven who have exerted themſelves for the 
welfare of ſouls heartily and diligently, be their ſuc- 
ceſs as it will, Chriſt their maſter beholds his up- 
right miniſters with pleaſure, and &now:—approves 
their ſervice, and will remember them when he makes 
up his jewels whatever the effe& may be. ÜWe are 
unto Gor a ſweet ſavour of Chrift in them that are 
Javed, and in them that periſh . To be influenced 
by a proſpect of our own happineſs i in futurity is not 


megan, 


92 Hor. 2. ff. 
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mean, unworthy, or culpable. Deſire of happineſs 
is implanted in the ſoul that we might feel the 
force of motives. Guided into the right-cnannel, 
carried upwards to the high and holy place, con- 
nected with the divine glory; it becomes a ſancti- 
fied temper, and is approved by Gop. Moſes, 
the head of the jewiſh religion under Gop, had 
reſoect to the recompence of the reward“; and Jeu 
the author and finiſher of the golpel diſpenſation 
went through his labours and ſufferings for tbe joy 
that was ſet before him. | | | 

Bur there is another ſenſe in which the paſſage 
which lays before us may be underſtood. Our 
Lord may intend hereby that the wages of the reap- 
er—his ſervants who have turned many to righteous 
neſs, ſhall conſiſt very much in beholding the ſeals 
of his miniſtry in the realms of bliſs with himſelf, and 
thither conducted by his miniſtrations accompanied 


with divine grace. Tue fatisf2ctioa which muſt 


ſpring from thence is too mighty for deſcription ; but 
may in meaſure be conceived by thoſe who have tra- 
vailed in birth, during the days of their pilgrimage, 
that Chriſt might be formed in the hearts of their peo- 
ple. Thele are his creton, ſhining with diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre, and compared with which the diadems of 
earthly potentates are nothing and vanity. bat 
is our bope, or j«y, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even 
ye inthe preſence of our Lord Feſus Chriſt at his com- 
ing? Ye are our glory and jay T. With this inter- 
pretation agrees the next clauſe—that both be that 
foweth and he that reapeth may reqoice together. One 
Jayeth the foundation, another buildeth thereupon» 


| He 
® Heb.-11. 26, | + Heb. 12. 2. 1 The i. 19, 82% 
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He that layeth the foundation is inſtrumental of the 
good of fhe ſubject as he that buildeth. They may 
congratulate — other in the divine bleſſing which 
accompanied the different parts they acted, the effect 
of which is ſo happy. One may rejoice in being 
made ſerviceable to the begining of religion, the other 
to the completion, and both that they have zo; labour 
ed in vain, or ſpent their frength for noug bi. Pride 
and envy find na place in the bliſsful ſeats above. 
Sower and reaper with complacency acknowledge 
each other, as fellow helpers to the kingdom of Gop. 
With joy they behold thoſe with whom they were 
variouſly concerned, exulting “ in beatitude paſt ut- 
terance,” and with an aſpect full of benignity em- 
brace them as children begotten to an incoruptible 


inheritance-through the goſpel they preached, which 
is a miniſtration of the ſpirit. 


Can we help, while in this train of thought, Jook- 
ing forward to the day when the illuſtrious aſſembly 
of prophets, apoſtles, and chriſtian miniſters, through 
ſucceſſive ages ſhall meet together, rejoice with each 
other in their various ſucceſs, and with the nations 
of the redeemed and ſanctified whoſe eternal intereſt 
under Gop they have more remotely or nearly ad- 
vanced, join with a loud voice like the ſound of ma- 
ny waters, ſaying, ſalvation to him that filteth upon 
the throne, and to ths lamb ? 

THrarT the ſower and reaper exalted to bleſſed- 
neſs are poſſeſſed of evangelic principles, and actuated 
by them in their couiſe is evident. Without: a 
ſanctified temper there can be no enjoyment in the 
world above. Without a radicated love to ſouls, 
how could the glorification of thoſe with whom 


they 
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were connected and for whom they laboured yield 
any pleaſure ? Gop will never own ana bleſs them 
whoſe hearts are not right with him, even if it were 
ſuppoſed they were proſperous in their work—it is 
contrary to his nature, to his moral dominion. 
kr even theſe who do the will of Chriſt under 
the habitual influence of religion—who labour more 
abundantly, and are abundantly proſpered, have no- 
thing to boaſt of. Their reward is not of debt but 


of grace. | 
THe term wages which our Saviour uſes, in com- 


mon acceptation implies the payment of an equiva- 
lent for ſervice, of which there is a juſt elaim vpon 
the foot of deſert. But this idea our Lord by no 
means deſigned to convey, The language through- 
out the text is figurative, and ſo is this expreſſion to 


be underſtood. The reaper receives a ſtipulated 
advantage at the finiſhing his work. So the /abour 


of miniſters ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. The 
ſimilitude lays in the fruit of their toil, not in the me- 
ritorious ground upon which they have it. Nothin 

is more expreſs in the ſacred writings than that eter- 
nal life is the gift of GOD, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lerd. Our Saviour eſteemed a deep and habitual 
ſenſe of unworthineſs to be of great impartance to 


the chriſtian miniſterial character; therefore in a 
foreſight of the arduous duties and ſevere ſufferings 
to which his apoſtles ſhould be called, and a tho- 
rough knowledge of the corruption of the heart, he 
recommends it to them after they had done thoſe 
things which are commanded to ſay,, we are unprofi- 
able ſervants; we have done that which was our duty 
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to do. GOD is not unrighteous to forget the work of 
his ſervants, and their labour of love in miniſtring to 
bis people. He hath promiſed glory and immortality 
to ſuch. Rightzouſneſs is concerned in fulfilling his 
word, but the promiſe originates from grace, and 
the wiſeſt and beſt, the moſt aſſiduous and zealous 
in the cauſe of religion muſt look for the mercy of 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
WHaT noble and powerful incentives are preſen- 


ted by the wiſdom of God to excite us to unwearied 
diligence, to the warmeſt endeavours that we may 
further his intereſt among men ? Can we but feel 
their quickening influence upon our ſpirits, actuating 
us to fill the ſphere in which we are placed accord- 
ing to the will of Gop ? How excellently are they 
adapted to our peculiar character and ſtation ? 
HapPINESss in another world vaſtly exceeding any 
which this can offer, being believed and realized, 
cannot fail to detach us from thoſe ſecular engage- 
ments, and exalt the ſoul above thoſe earthly purſuits 
which diminiſh the miniſterial character, and retard 
an application to the great affairs upon which we are 
ſent. A motive derived from the eternal ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs, and addreſſed to the benevolent affections, 
tends to expand the heart when thoroughly imbibed ; 
and the more habitual it becomes, with the greater 
fervency will a generous charity to the ſouls of men 
increaſe, which will ſweetly conſtrain to growing 
ſtrenuous efforts for their ſalvation, So little weight 
is there in the reflection ſometimes thrown upon 
chriſtianity, that by abſorbing our views in the hea- 
venly world it deſtroys all ſenſibility towards man- 
kind in this, NY kind 


Luk. 17, 10. 
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But J muſt proceed no further, 
Out v let inte joſt ſay, that although we have been 
reſtrained by this diſcourſe of our Saviour to the 
duties of a miniſters particular calling, and very much 
to his reward in a publick capacity; yet we are to 
remember that perſonal religion is incumbent upon 

al, to which as we attend will be our fate through 


eternity. 
Wx are to watch over our own ſouls as thoſe that 


muſt give an account. We ſhould ſollieit the grace 
of Gop, and under its ruling power be mortifying 
thoſe corruptiong which uncontrouled iſſue in 
ruin be exerciſing the various virtues inculcated by 
our Lord and Saviour, and have our fruit unto hoii- 
ne/s that our end may be everlaſting life. Drinking in 
the benign ſpirit of the goſpel we ſhould be ready to 
diſtribute to the neceſſitous (the deſign in part of our 
preſent aſſembling) /aying up for our ſelves & goed 
foundation againſt the time to come. Agreably St, 
Paul writes with great ſolemnity, and in the alluſive 
ſtile of his maſter in our text. With his words | 
conclude. 
' Be not deceived : GOD is not beds for whatſet- 
ver a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For be that 
fjoweth to his fleſh, ſha'l of the fliſh reap corruption : but 
be that ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhall of ihe ſpirit reap life 
everlaſting. And tet us not be weary in well doing, fir 
in due ſeaſon we ſball reap if wwe faint not. As.we haue 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, eſpect- 


ally unto them who of 115 8 of faith, * 


* Gal, 4. 6. 7 10. | 
#7 # 3.4 


